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Summer Is Here, Enjoy your T34 Experiences! 

Front cover is a Pearl White 1962 T34 press photo taken by Karmann 

during the promotional series for the VW 1500 series launch in 1961-

62.  Back cover image is Heiko Thumõs Pearl White & Black 1964 

Coupe posed in front of an old steam locomotive in  Kaiserslautern.  

The train is standing in front of the workshop where the Deutsche 

Bahn train company repairs their trains. 

Iõm super excited to announce that Jurgen Magdelyns is now offering 

both Coupe & Electric Sunroof headliner kits!  Iõve ordered one from 

him for my 1965 and heõs confirmed the color matches the original 

headliners.  For so many years owners have been forced to take their 

T34 to a trim shop for the headliner installation by a pro or face the 

challenge of doing it themselves.  Now the worldõs T34 owners have 

a source for these!  Read the article inside for ordering details. 

Another much-needed reproduction weõre thrilled to announce is the 

early-1962 front nose emblems!  Heiko Thum has completed another 

part in the early-1962 emblem set (KARMANN side script, Ghia 

shield, and now the rectangular front emblem).  My NOS one was 

used as the master and the repro turned out very nice.  Check the 

article inside for details on ordering. 

Our good friend Antonio Pellegrino from Vicenza Italy has formed a 

new worldwide club for all types of KG models, the T14, T34, and 

TC.  This new organization is called the KG World Club.  Its main 

goal is to provide connections between the many individual  KG clubs 

around the world, to promote KG events, and to educate the public 

about the different model KGs.  A Board of Directors was elected to 

make executive decisions comprising of eleven active KG owners 

from the USA, Germany, Brazil, Italy, Great Britain, France, 

Netherlands, & Australia.  T34 World is a part of this new club and I 

have accepted their position as Chief of the T34 Department. 

Most of you know a little bit about how I got involved with T34s, 

but you may not know about  Ken Compton, the previous owner to 

my second T34, a 1964 Coupe that my kids named òBlackieó.  In 

late-1989 I bought Kenõs T34 because he begged me to, needing to 

sell it to pay for rent.   He offered ò$700, pay me $100/month and 

itõs yoursó.  Ken is a life-long surfer and when he owned the T34 he 

lived in Huntington Beach, Surf City USAó.  He loved his T34 so 

much, loved how fast it was, loved how the girls dug it, and loved 

cruising along Pacific Coast Highway with his surfboard on the roof .  

It was a Terra Brown Coupe that had been painted White and I 

eventually repainted Black, hence the name òBlackieó.  Last weekend 

he was cleaning out his garage and discovered a box of old T34 parts 

heõd forgotten about.  This weekend he came over for a BBQ lunch, 

to bring the parts, and to catch up with all things T34.   I pulled out 

my vehicle scrapbook (below) and we laughed at its condition in 

1989.  The radio, clock, & speaker gauges were empty, filled with 

lifeguard & skull stickers.  But it was great to sit down with Ken and 

remember the fun T34 experiences weõve both had over the years. 



BELGIUM:  

 Jurgen Magdelyns (JurgenMagdelyns@T34World.org) 

 Paul Peeters (PaulPeeters@T34World.org) 

 Jimmy Vernelen (JimmyVernelen@T34World.org) 

 Mike Zanella - Liège (MikeZanella@T34World.org ) 

AUSTRALIA: 

 Queensland - James Kramer (JamesKramer@T34World.org) 

 Victoria - Patrick Duane (PatrickDuane@T34World.org) 

UK:  Mark Poulton ( MarkPoulton@T34World.org ) 

BRAZIL:  Fernando Mendonca (FernandoMendonca@T34World.org) 

CANADA:  Ron Buckley (RonBuckley@T34World.org ) 

DENMARK:  Morten Christensen (MortenChristensen@T34World.org) 

FINLAND:  Timo Tanhuanpää (TimoTanhuanpaa@T34World.org) 

FRANCE:  Franck Boutier (FranckBoutier@T34World.org) 

INDONESIA:  Iwan Sadono (IwanSadono@T34World.org) 

ITALY:  Antonio Pellegrino (AntonioPellegrino@T34World.org)  

JAPAN:  Toru Ebine (ToruEbine@T34World.org)  

MEXICO:  Antonio Martinez ( AntonioMartinez@T34World.org ) 

NETHERLANDS:  Remco de Bruijn (RemcodeBruijn@T34World.org) 

NEW ZEALAND:  John Kanters (JohnKanters@T34World.org) 

NORWAY:  Dag Henriksen (DagHenriksen@T34World.org) 

PHILIPPINES:  Dindo Razonable (DindoRazonable@T34World.org) 

SOUTH AFRICA:  Greg Davids (GregDavids@T34World.org)  

SWITZERLAND:  Philip Egger (PhilipEgger@T34World.org) 

THAILAND:  Nam Xanasongkram (NamXanasongkram@T34World.org) 

If you live in a country that is not yet represented and y ou would like to 

contribute to the  T34 World team, please contact Lee Hedges. 

T34 World International Team  

The key to the success of T34 World will be maintaining an active 

group and the support of T34 owners in many different countries 

speaking many different languages.  Our team of 34 dedicated T34 

reps in 21 countries will help T34 owners in their regions, reporting 

back on events in their areas, and maintaining contacts with parts 

sources.  Hereõs your international team!  Please contact them 

directly for assistance & advice. 

ADMINISTRATOR:  Lee Hedges (LeeHedges@T34World.org) 

GERMANY: 

 Cabriolets ð Jörg Fischer (JorgFischer@T34World.org) 

 Western ð Carsten Klein (CarstenKlein@T34World.org) 

 Southern ð Michael Mosinger (MichaelMosinger@T34World.org ) 

 NorthEast ð Matthias Andree (MatthiasAndree@T34World.org)  

 NorthWest ð Klaus Morsch (KlausMorsch@T34World.org ) 

UNITED STATES: 

 Southern Calif ð Bob Walton (BobWalton@T34World.org ) 

 Central Calif - Tom Reay (TomReay@T34World.org ) 

 Northern Calif  - Larry Edson (LarryEdson@T34World.org) 

 Mountain States - Paul Colbert (PaulColbert@T34World.org) 

 NorthWest USA - Jason Weigel (JasonWeigel@T34World.org) 

 Central USA - Bob Dervin (BobDervin@T34World.org ) 

 NorthEast USA - Rick Hasse (RickHasse@T34World.org) 

 

mailto:MikeZanella@T34World.org
mailto:PatrickDuane@T34World.org
mailto:MarkPoulton@T34World.org
mailto:FranckBoutier@T34World.org
mailto:AntonioMartinez@T34World.org
mailto:NamXanasongkram@T34World.org
mailto:CarstenKlein@T34World.org
mailto:MichaelMosinger@T34World.org


Parts Source:  Early-1962 Nose Badge 

Heiko Thum has done it again!  This time heõs reproduced the early-1962 front 

nose badge.  These badges typically corrode & blister and NOS ones are 

ridiculously-priced.  Fitted only to early -1962 T34s up to VIN #0 058 489.  It has 

two large posts that mount into the nose with a black rubber gasket seal 

underneath to keep it from scratching the paint.  This reproduction is faithful to 

the NOS one used as the master, freshly chromed for an authentic look. 

European orders please contact Heiko Thum at HThum64@yahoo.de and cost is 

26û + 5.50û shipping.  North Ame rican orders email LeeHedges@T34World.org 

and cost is US$50 shipping included. 

 



  
Parts Source:  Headliner Kits 

When you get to the point of needing a headliner, most T34 restorations 

need to have a local trim shop create a headliner based on the T34.  There 

has not been a source for headliners in a long time from a reputable 

supplier.  Now that has all changed! 

Jurgen Magdelyns from Belgium has taken the time to create both the T34 

Coupe & Electric Sunroof headliner kits from original materials.  The 

Coupe headliner (right) has three pleats for the roof rods to slide into and 

keep the headliner up snugly into the roof.  The Electric Sunroof 

headliners have no pleats and are simply glued into place at the edges of 

the roof metal.  The sunroof hole is cut after the installation for a custom 

fit.   And the zippered rear area is already in-place (below right).  

Coupe is 270 Euro (US$340) & Sunroof is 300 Euro (US$377).  The A & C 

pillar material is included.  Shipping cost is 31 Euro to USA.  Plus 5% if 

PayPal is used.  Contact JurgenMagdelyns@T34World.org to order . 

mailto:JurgenMagdelyns@T34World.org


  

Parts Source:  Front Nose Emblem Packing 

The round nose emblem was first introduced in late-1962 at VIN #0 

058 490.  It replaced the cast rectangular emblem.  The round emblem 

was used on all T34s from late-1962 through the end of production in 

1969.  The round nose emblem was also used on T14 KG models.  But 

underneath the round emblem is a round nylon packing (buffer) that is 

T14 part #141 853 611.  This clear plastic packing fits underneath the 

round metal front nose emblem to help prevent scratches in the paint. 

Although there is no reproduction source for these, an NOS box of 

these is advertised on theSamba in Oregon USA for US$6 each + 

shipping.  If you donõt have one now, it may be time to buy it. 

http://www.thesamba.com/vw/classifieds/detail.php?id=531150  



  

Parts Source:  Vent Window Pivot Screw 

The vent window inner screw s are now available for US$7.50 each.  

Theyõve been made from stainless steel so they will never rust again.  

European orders please email Michael@Moesinger.com and PayPal is 

available.  North American orders email LeeHedges@T34World.org. 

Parts Source:  Vent Window Bolts 

A repro of the vent window bolts are available,  done in stainless steel 

in Germany by our German rep Michael Moesinger!  Although this 

part is not chromed, it is an excellent replacement to the rusty 

original ones.  Email Michael@Moesinger.com with your address and 

he will send his account information or PayPal address for the 

payment.  Cost is 7.50û each + shipping cost. 

Parts Source:  Ghia Shield & KARMANN Script 

The early-1962 T34s (up to VIN #0 058 489) were fitted with this 

Ghia shield & KARMANN script on the lower right fender.  European 

orders please contact Heiko Thum at HThum64@yahoo.de and cost 

is û25 (shield) & û50 (script) + shipping.  North American orders 

email Lee Hedges at LeeHedges@T34World.org and cost is US$40 

(shield) & US$55 (script) + shipping. 

Parts Source:  Repro Sheetmetal 

For decades there have been no sources for T34 sheetmetal repair 

panels but now we are fortunate to have many parts available.  

Jurgen Magdelyns is offering rear corners, rocker panel sets, inner 

heater channel sets, and rear wheel arch panels.  Email 

JurgenMagdelyns@T34World.org for prices and shipping costs to 

your part of the world.  PayPal is accepted. 



1959 Karmann Development Drawings 

This is a rear aspect drawing 12 December 1959 by Herr Kolkmeyer 

at Karmann.  It shows the rear bumper mounted license plate lights 

for the first time, the r ear hood & side curvature designs carried over 

from Sartorelli prototype , & an American rear license plate size. 

The 20 December 1959 bumper drawing (top left) shows an 

interesting indentation for the license plate.  The 21 December 1959 

bumper drawing (top right) shows a revised bumper guard design 

without the indentation, and American bumper tubes.  So itõs likely 

the Karmann designers were still undecided as to the bumper guard 

designs by late-1959 and the focus was on the American market é 



Resto Update:  New Zealand 1963 

Last edition we saw that John Kanters had almost finished the 

right side rocker panel section.  His fine craftsmanship continues: 

òI finished up the rear lower fender tonight (top right),  working 

on this piece every night. Itõs a bit harder to make as itõs a thicker 

gauge steel.  I started out cutting a rough shape of what I wanted 

and then rolled the lower edge to match the new rocker, made a 

good cock up foldin g the edge which I hadn't realized tapered off 

towards the back of the car so had to flatten it back out and re 

do it.   Thatõs just how metal working goes, I guess.  But the swage 

line (ghost line that runs horizontally across the rocker & door) is 

looking good.  This line is sometimes missing from other repairs 

and is an important detail to look for when buying a T34.  

Next job was the torsion housing cover plate.  The old panel had 

a recess for the cover plate and if I attempted that by hand you'd 

make a meal out of it so I made a really simple press tool to do 

the job for me.  Just a lump of steel with the right size step 

machined in to it and a male plug for the other side all lo cated 

with a pin in the center.  First test piece was a little deep for my 

liking so after a couple of adjustments I got what I wanted and 

was ready for the big moment (lower right)!  Last thing was to 

drill the trim holes, drain holes and make the recess where the 

jack point is so everything could be welded into place (below)  

and complete the whole rear fender area. 

  



Last job for today I took the rear part 

of the rotisserie off to gain access to the 

rust hole in the rear apron (above).  I 

bare-metaled the whole area first to get 

a better idea of what I'm dealing with.  

There are a few wobb les in the lower 

part which will n eed attention at the 

same time.  Itõs interesting how much 

wear there is in the rotating part of the 

rotisserie from all the sand. 

I welded the rear panel apron (top 

right) & then reattached the rotisserie 

(bottom right) .  The paint was stripped 

off the whole rear section.  Once that 

was done I did an acid wash (top right)  

to make sure that any rust was dealt 

with and finally epoxy primed it.  

I was unsuccessful at finding an original 

T34 sunroof clip but I quickly sourced a 

Porsche 912 electric sunroof clip which 

is on its way over here.  Most of the 

parts look the same as the T34 so that 

should do the job.  

  



Literature:  1963-64 Color Swatch Chart 

This is the most desirable color literature because it has actual 

samples of the cloth & leatherette materials used in 1963-64.  

The different paint color options are the inside pages that can 

be turned to match with the upholstery choices.  And the 

interior sample pages were in the back and were folded out.  

Itõs an extremely rare T34 collectible these days! 

Road Trip:  1968 Bavarian Adventure 

Matthias Andree from Berlin Germany recently took his summer 

vacation in the mountains of southern Bavaria.  His restored Bermuda 

& White 1968 Coupe made the trip with ease.  Hereõs his story: 

òI´m back right now from my vacation trip from Berlin to the 

Zugspitze Mountai ns in southern Bavaria (above).  We took our six -

month son Erik on the drive to the Alps in the T34!  The trip was 

about 2000 kilometers  (1250 miles) with no major problems. 

My sister Cornelia celebrated her wedding and invited us to join the 

fun up on top  of the Zugspitze.  The Zugspitze is the tallest mountains 

in Germany.  It was a very nice celebration and we stayed in a 

comfortable hotel in the small village of Grainau. 

Left:  Asleep in the car 

seat safely & snugly 

buckled in the back seat, 

Matthiasõ son enjoyed 

the gentle hum of the 

T34 engine as it purred 

along the drive. 

Right:  the scenery was 

simply fantastic with 

open roads & no traffic.  

  



We took some wonderful driv es around the mountains while we 

were there.  Reaching the village of Grainau I drove along some 

smaller highways as the Autobahn was too boring.   We also passed a 

place where the inner German border used to be in northern Bavaria.  

You can only see a low planted area in the forest where the wall used 

to be.  Now there is nothing but a sign to remember those old times. 

We drove along the Amersee & Starnberger See lakes and through 

Garmisch Partenkirchen which is a beautiful mountain resort town.  

Always with the T34  a lot of people sto pped, asked and took 

pictures!  The owner of the hotel even asked for an advertising picture 

together with  the T34 (below) .  After a few days in Bavaria we took 

the way north bound to the city of Fulda to visit other family 

members.  Fulda is near Frankfurt (the US Armed Forces had a huge 

military base in Fulda), then home to Berlin.ó 

Above:  Sister Cornelia & her new husband Karsten in Grainau 

for their wedding day.  An image right out of the 60õs. 

Below:  driving along the scenic country roads of southern 

Bavaria with the constant view of the Bavarian Alps. 

  



Resto Tip:  Changing Rear Hood Spring 

Thom Fitzpatrick from Northern  California has been working on his early-1962 Coupe over the 

past year.  One of the rear hood springs had been removed and he needed to replace it.  But 

the springs are spring-loaded with a great deal of force so getting the replacement spring 

installed wasnõt an easy task.  Hereõs what he did to solve the problem. 

First he raised his floor jack and wired the ends of the spring to the jack axles.  He raised the 

jack until the spring was stretched out.  Next he inserted washers into the spaces of the spring 

to keep it extended (below center).  He then removed the wires from the jack.  Next he 

installed the extended spring into the rear hood spring mounting holes (upper right).  And 

finally he removed each washer from the spaces.  Ta-Da! 

  



Resto Update:  Audrey, a Michigan 1967 

By Art Covert from Battle Creek Michigan USA 

Her name is "Audrey", to honor Audrey Hepburn since sheõs 

elegant, sophisticated, & European. 

I found her in July 2011 in South Florida but she has been a 

California car for most of her life.  She was in driving condition 

but in need of a full restoration.  Originally  done in Lotus White 

L282, but over the years she had been painted a shade of gold 

then red prior to 1992.  The front end beltline metal had been 

damaged and there was rust in the headlight areas, battery tray, 

and right front rocker panel edge.  But it came with the Riviera 

rims which gave her a more sporting look.  I had it transported 

from Florida to Michigan (above) and was super excited! 

By January 2012 the body was stripped in preparation for metal 

repairs to the front end & rocker panel.  Over the past winter the 

body shop had repaired these areas and repainted it back to its 

original Lotus White.  And I found one bit of original Lotus Whit e 

underneath the 12V decal on the door jamb.  We first did the 

door jambs, rear parcel shelf, and engine bay to see what the 

Lotus White looks like in person.  Itõs a wonderful color and nicely 

period correct for the late -1960õs.  Then the paint shop applied 

the body paint and Iõm very satisfied with the results. 

The engine air intake area was done with Dupont Imron Chassis 

paint that we had specially tinted to "match" the body paint . 

 Imron in black was used on the entire bottom pan, wheelhouses, 

engine bay, & front trunk.  We'll use it for the accent color on the 

Riviera wheels as soon as I find a fourth to match the three I've 

got.  We discovered my fourth wheel was an inch wider than the 

other three! 

I was thankful to buy a new windshield (thanks to T34 Worldõs 

group order) to r eplace the cracked original one and drove down 

to Ohio to retrieve it from the warehouse.  

Now my KG collection consists of the 1967 T34 Coupe, a 1969 

T14 Coupe (L62K), a 1969 T14 Coupe (L51K), & a 1972 T14 

Convertible.  So the T34 is the oldest KG even though it was in 

the late years of T34 production. 
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Resto Update:  1966 Chassis in Germany 

Michael Moesingerõs 1966 body is now at the paint shop which he feels 

may take some time.  In the meantime he has completed the reassembly 

of the chassis.  The level of detail in his work is beautiful, with every part 

completely restored.  Itõs almost a shame to put the body back on é 

  



Resto Tips:  1967-69 Rear Script Holes 

Now that almost 50 years has gone by for most T34s, there have 

been accidents that have resulted in the loss of the rear script.  

Replacing the script in the right location is an important part of 

getting the restoration right.  Nothing says òpossible body issuesó like 

an improperly placed script for buyers.  

The easiest method to find the original script holes is to open the rear 

decklid and look into the space between the rear panel and the rear 

air duct.  If the holes were filled with bondo/filler then itõs easy to 

break-off the bondo and re open the holes with a nail or awl.  But if 

the holes have been welded then youõll need to use this guideline to 

mark new holes to properly install the rear VW -1600-L script. 

The distance from the three script holes to the sharp beltline edge is 9 

cm and the distance from the left script hole to the tail light seal is 1.5 

cm.  Measured from the tail light opening as a reference, the left hole 

is about 1-5/8" above the centerline of the taillight housing (see pic on 

lower right) .  The remaining holes are level and spaced 4-5/16" 

equidistant apart. 

A big òthanks!ó to Art Covert  (USA 1967 M343), Marc Van Meel 

(Netherlands 1967 M345), & Carsten Klein (Germany 1969 M345) for 

taking measurements for this article.  Itõs this kind of sharing that really 

makes T34 World a powerful & friendly organization for all!  



Ownerõs Story:  Black 1967 Turkish Coupe 

Bulent Sandal lives in Istanbul Turkey.  He enjoys driving his restored 

Black 1967 Coupe, which is an original import to Turkey.  It was 

believed to have been owned by the famous Turkish actress Filiz Akin.  

She was one of the most famous actress in the history of Turkish 

cinema with more than 120 films, mostly in the 1960õs & 1970õs.  

Bulent has been trying to get in -touch with her to learn more about 

her experiences with the T34  & maybe have a reunion.  These photos 

were taken at his summer house in Cesme, Izmir, Turkey and during a 

classic car road rally.  You have to love his rally registration number é 



Bulentõs 1967 is one of only 4-5 T34s known to 

exist in Turkey.  As you might imagine finding 

parts is extremely difficult and Bulent has had to 

work hard to complete the 1967.   He bought a 

scrapped T34 in Greece and a lot of parts from 

Germany to get it finished.  The engine & 

transmission are all original to his 1967 & rebuilt 

like new.  The bodywork was done by an 

Armenian master craftsman Migir Usta at the shop 

of two old ma sters, Yusef Usta & Mustafa Usta.  

Usta is the Turkish word for òold masteró. 

The two other cars in Bulentõs collection are a 

white 1967 Porsche 912 Targa and a black 1963 

Triumph TR4 (below) . 

Another interesting coincidence é the license 

plate area code for Istanbul is 34, thus his license 

plate is not personalized but the way it was issued. 



Work  Like A Pro:  Karmann Factory Gear 

If you work on your own T34 then what could be better than 

working with a pair of the original Karmann factory overalls?  

Our friend Michael Moesinger (wine colored shirt) in Germany 

shared a pic of his group of KG friends that have bought these 

original working clothes from the Karmann company.  They 

were listed on ebay but have recently been discontinued.  

Maybe youõll get lucky if they get relisted.  Keep searching ebay 

Germany. 

  



For Sale:  Swiss Savanna Beige 1967 Coupe 

One of the rarest colors for 1967 is Savanna Beige L620.  Even rarer is to have a two-toned 

1967 with Texas Red roof color, as the late-model T34s were painted monotone from 

1966-69 and two -toned paint cost extra. 

This late-1967 Coupe (#347 201 815) is owned by Christoph Herzog from Basel 

Switzerland and itõs currently for sale.  Heõs asking 18,900 Swiss Francs (US$20,500/15,700 

Euro).  With only 130K kilometers (80K miles) and itõs original Khaki Beige interior, itõs a 

nicely preserved original. 

The only real problem areas look like the lower sections of the body where black anti-chip 

tar has been sprayed, usually a sign of possible rust hiding underneath. 



With its original rims & stance this 1967 looks just 

like it did when new.  The original interior, 

original brown carpet with vin yl trim s, and period 

correct radio all give it a preserved appearance.  

But the engine appears to be a later-model year 

with its rectangular oil breather box (1968-69). 

  


