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lt6s A Small Wor
I 6dm al ways pl eas arhdavé gomnsunigatmmsiwghe
our T34 Wor |l d members around t lorkingw
with lwan in Indonesia to help document the T34s there, with our
Thailand friends who are suffering through terrible flooding, with
Morten in Denmark to get photos of his e arly-1962 fuel sender,
and now with Antonio in 1taly
translated. Carsten in Germany has been buying up T34 parts
collections from uninterested owners and offering them
worldwide to active owners. Fernando in Brazil has been helping
prospective T34 owners to find the right T34s. The world is such
a small place now, so easy to discuss T34 issues amongsur
friends. tol kbom this arganizatfon ig wlorking to help
T34 owners so far apart & with so many different | anguages

I want to menti on a Antpniodellegrino int
Italy. Antonio was the mastermind that convinced Mrs. Sartorelli
to travel from Turin, Italy to GMH Germany to participate in the
T34s50"Anni ver sary. Mr s . Sartor ¢
was presented in Ger man, S0 me
Antonio stepped-up and contacted Mrs. Sartorelli to get a copy of
her speech and spend the weekend translating it for all of us.
There is precious little history known about Sergio Sartorelli (the

T3406s designer) and his i nvol
design period at Carrozzeria Ghia. This speech reveals a new laye
of i nsight into Sergiods menett:

thanks to Antonio & Mrs. Sartorelli for getting this info shared.

In late November each year in the United States we celebrate
Thanksgiving l'tds a traditional-of-h
harvest festivities in both Europe & Native America. When
American colonists first began settling the regionin the early
1 6 0 ,ah&yscelebrated with the Native Americans in a huge feast.
Everyone brought something to the feast as a sign of peace

seen how T34 World has quickly become an organization with
many people contributing in many ways to make it a stronger
organization. I dm thankful fc
many T34 owner s around t he w
suppliers that offer reproduction parts to keep our cars going
And I dm thankful for the <con:
restoration work, events, and discussions, as this flow has allowed
our mont hly magazine to flour
familyds heath & happiness dasc
much time on my T34 World hobby as much as | do. | wish you
all a very happy Thanksgiving and hope you are able to spend
time with our family & friends. Happy Thanksgiving!



http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/3/35/CW_Jefferys_The_Order_of_Good_Cheer.jpg

T34 World International Team 1961-2011

The key to the success of T34 World will be maintaining an active group and the support of T34 owners in many different countries speaking many
different languages. Our team of 34 dedicated T34 reps in 21 countries will help T34 owners in their regions, repoting back on events in their

areas, and maintaining contacts with parts sources. Bheer&esadvke. y our i
ADMINISTRATOR: Lee Hedges (LeeHedges@T34World.org) BRAZIL Fernando Mendonca (FernandoMendonca@T34World.org)
GERMANY: CANADA: Ron Buckley (RonBuckley@T34World.org)

e Southernd Jorg Fischer (JorgFischer@T34World.org
e Western d Carsten Klein(CarstenKlein@T34World.org)
e Northern 0 Klaus Morsch KlausMorsch@T34World.org )

UNITED STATES
e Southern Califd Bob Walton (BobWalton@T34World.org )
e Central Calif - Tom Reay (TomReay@ T34World.org )
e Northern Calif - Larry Edson (CarryEdson@T34World.org)
e Mountain States- Paul Colbert (PaulColbert@T34World.org)
e Southern USA- Jason Weigel JasonWeigel@T34World.org)
¢ Central USA- Bob Dervin (BobDervin@T34World.org )
¢ NorthEast USA- Rick Hasse RickHasse@T34World.org

BELGIUM:
¢ Jurgen Magdelyns (JurgenMagdelns@T34World.org)
e Paul Peeters (PaulPeeters@T34World.org)
¢ Jimmy Vernelen (JimmyVernelen@T34World.org)
e Mike Zanella - Liege MikeZanella@T34World.org)

AUSTRALIA:

e Queensland- James Kramer(JamesKramer@T34World.org)
e Victoria - Patrick Duane PatrickDuane@T34World.org)

UK: Mark Poulton ( MarkPoulton@T34World.org )

DENMARK: Morten Christensen (MortenChristensen@T34World.org)
FINLAND: Timo Tanhuanp&a (TimoTanhuanpaa@T34World.org)
FRANCE: Franck Boutier (FranckBoutier@T34World.org)
INDONESIA Iwan Sadono (IwanSadono@T34World.org)

ITALY. Antonio Pellegrino (AntonioPellegrino@T34World.org )
JAPAN Toru Ebine (ToruEbine@T34World.org)

MEXICO: Antonio Martinez ( AntonioMartinez@ T34World.org )
NETHERLANDS Remco de Bruijn (RemcodeBruijn@T34World.org)
NEW ZEALAND: John Kanters (JohnKanters@T34World.org)
NORWAY: Dag Henriksen DagHenriksen@T34World.org)
PHILIPPINES:Dindo Razonable (DindoRazonable@T34World.org)
SOUTH AFRICA Greg Davids (GregDavids@T34World.org)
SWITZERLAND: Philip Egger (PhilipEgger@T34World.org
THAILAND: Nam Xanasongkram (NamXanasongkram@T34World.org)
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Understanding T34 Model Numbers

Volkswagen developed model numbers to identify the many

variations of cars it offered. The main groups were given

di fferent number s: Type 160:¢
Within each main group were sub-groups corresponding to

the variations. Within Type 1 there were Beetles & T14
Karmann Ghias. Within Type 2 there were Trucks, Kombis,
Deluxes, Campers, & Panel Vans. And within Type 3 there
were Notchbacks, Variants, T34 Karmann Ghias, & Fastbacks
And within each sub-group there were further variations

based on body differences & driving position, and these were
given a three-digit model number.

For T34s there are five model numbers: 341, 343, 344, 345,
& 346. The first digit is a 3 (part of the main Type 3 group).
The second digit is a 4 (part of the Karmann Ghia group).
And the third digit is based on the driving position & roof

option. So Model 341 (M341) are the T34 Cabriolets in left-
hand-drive. M343 are the T34 Coupes in left-hand-drive.
M344 are the T34 Coupes in right-hand-drive. M34 5 are the
T34 Electric Sunroofs in lefthand-drive. And M346 are the
T34 Electric Sunroofs in righthand-drive. Make sense?

I f youdre still confused, he
MODEL # BODY OPTION DRIVING POSITION

341 Cabriolet Left-Hand-Drive

343 Coupe Left-Hand-Drive

344 Coupe Left-Hand-Drive

345 Electric Sunroof Right-Hand-Drive

346 Electric Sunroof Right-Hand-Drive

Since the T34 Fastback was a prototype, it never received an
official model number designation. But since it was the next
verdgon of the T34 is likely would have been an M347.




Historic Photographs: German 1964 M345

These series of family photographs were recently discovered. The
captions are invented because no history came with the photos.

A close inspection of thedet ai |l s shows ii1t2d
M345 model. The S rear script & pushbutton dash controls date
it from early to mid -1964. You have to love the wreath
underneath the windshield in the lower-r i ght phot o
been a special occasion. And thecool ski rack set mounted to the
roof & inside rear vents is u
shows itds registered in the ¢
Germany. Interestingly, the hub cap VW logos are not painted
black, a feature that is believed to have been done to all 1964s.

e Novenbe. Mone & Ded &‘MZ de /z}e@ off Lhese

wew Fogu/ Whits 7964 Va/émf@;&

wmanne Gy,

. exn 71500 &
72.%4; ve named frope % iy’

W G

Fuite & Cateria diove the Yarmann” ap To Ve
Rottenbery S/ resort for Uhelr honeymoon.




Owneros Stories: P a

In August Carsten Kleinwas viewing the T34 spares in ebay.de and
learned about a huge parts stash. He discovered that the stash wa
owned by the Hahn family in Germany who also owned a T34
Cabriolet that Carsten was interested in because he is searching fc
all Lorenz T34 Cabiiolets. So it happened by accident that Carsten
found the parts stash. Then at the T34 50" Anniversary in
Germany Thomas Hahn asked Lee if he knew anyone interested in
buying their families huge parts collection & T34. Lee suggestec
only one person capa bl e of funding such
Klein. So Thomas knew that Carsten would be a reliable buyer.

Over the past 50 years the Hahn family has owned T34s. They
bought their first T34 back in 1962, were married in that car and

have had many amazing sbries. They always hunted for T34

parts to have spares for their cars. They currently own a Steel
Gray 1967 Cabriolet and a White & Black 1968 Electric Sunroof
Automatic. Now as the years passed by they decided to sell the
spare parts as one collection. Of course the value of this parts

collection was very high since there were so many parts, and that
also limited how many prospective buyers there were.
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Michael Moesinger is restoring a Pigalle 1966 M345 (above) and
was amazed at the huge T34 parts collection!
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In late August Carsten made the trip to visit the Hahn family and what he saw
was tremendous, amazing, & unbeliev
spares! There were literally hundreds of boxes and nearly all were labeled with
parts numbers and well organized! Furthermore there were good used & NOS
sheetmetal, engines, transmissions, whatever you could imagine was there! |
took two days to inspect all the stuff and at the end of the day we came to an
agreement on the purchase price. In November Carstn rented a huge 7 meter
(24 foot) moving truck to retrieve the parts. His T34 buddies Marcus Siegler
Michael Moesinger, & Frank helped him. Carsten is thankful to the Hahn family
and especially to Thomas Hahn who initiated the opportunity.




Original 1964 1500 SCut-Away Engine!

Il n October ebay htaldr anghodr i g5 |1 S o
block! What an extremely rare find! All key parts are cutaway so you can see
inside the engine. carburetor, heat exchangers, cylinders,& air filter were
opened for illustrative purposes. Auction closed at 583 Euro (US$800).



North American orders will be handled by Lee Hedges. Cost is
$30 shipped within North America. Payment methods include
cash & PayPal (with 4% fee added to total).
LeeHedges@T34World.org Anyone outside those areas can
contact either Heiko or Lee.

Mounting the badge can be done with the two pre -drilled holes
or by using 3M adhesive tape on the back. | mounted mine on
a flat metal strip connected to the front bumper bolt. The badge
will come in a beautiful blue display box with felt lining.
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Limited Edition 50" Anniversary Car Badge

To have a permanent reminder of the 50" Anniversary of the
T34 we have created a speci al
special tshirt design that John Jaranson created for the GMH
event. Heiko Thum made only 150 badges and each is
individually stamped up to 150. The earliest orders will receive

the lowest numbers. The badgeis325¢6 tall & 0. 2z |5
cast in chrome metal with glassfilled colors.

Orders within Europe will be handled by Heiko Thum. Cost is
18 Euro + 3 Euro shipping within Germany. Contact Heiko at
hthum64@yahoo.de for payment details.



mailto:hthum64@yahoo.de
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Resto Tip: Short Black CoilR&R

Most of the T34s alive today have had their original
black coils replaced as part of their regular
mai nt enance. |l f youdre
to its original appearance, hereare a few tips.

First off, the early models 196266 used a black 6V
coil made by Bosch with a dark brown colored
Bakelite tip & dual electrical connectors. It was
mounted to the engine tin with a round stainless
clamp. And it was always fitted with a bright yellow
Bosch 6V decal. Late nodels from 1967-69 used a
12V caoil, also by Bosch.

If your T34 currently has a long blue coil then your
first task will be to locate an original functional black
coil. Most T34 owners have several spares, so asking
the forum or email group would be the best place to
begin. If that fails then try theSamba or ebay. Used
6V coils are typically from US$520 each. While
y o re dhinking about it, call your local vintage VW
parts supplier and ask them for a 6V decal which
should only be $1-2.

Once | ocat e

youodve
want to remove the clamp and scrub it
down with a degreaser to remove the
grime. Then use some finegrit wet -dry
sandpaper to remove the stains & paint
(2). Mask the Bakelite colored tip with

painterds tape

coats of primer & then satin black paint.
Let it dry for 24 hours. Install the metal
clamp and apply the 6V decal with the
top pointing toward the tip of the coil.

and

Singlecarb T34s have the decal
mounted on the top half of the coill

about 0. 260 bel ow the
bracket is fitted halfway down the body

of the coil, and the Bosch logo is at the
top of the unit (3). Dual-carb T34s hare
the decal mounted just below the
bracket which is fitted closer to the tip
to make room for the plug wire. On

singlecarb T34s the coil is mounted on
the left side black engine tin with the

tip facing towards the center of the
engine. On early dual-carb T34s (1964
66) the coil is mounted on the right
rear edge of the engine, on a rocker
piece pivoting on the aluminum fan
casing, with the tip facing the front of

the car. On later dual-carb T34s(1967-
69) the coil is mounted on the left rear
edge of the aluminum fan casing but

i the decal is in the same location.



Early T3 expert Jason Weigel (Seattle Washington USA) offered
some more details on the early T3 coils. Although you can run a
short black coil on your 1962-66 T34, the most authentic coil is a
Bosch coil with the stamp TE6B4 on the bottom. 1t& a long coil
and slightly thicker diameter than a common long 12V type like a
bluecoil. 1 t 61 | be more difficult t«

As for the 6V decal, the original ones were made of paper, not
vinyl. The repro vinyl ones have a different font as well. Bob
Wal ton had reprodéd the origina
you may want to contact him at BobWalton@T34World.org

And the most authentic metal clamps have a Bosch logo stamped
into the center. See the tiny round logo in the upper-right pic?

But Jason has some good advice on which coil to restore. If
youdre planning to drive the °

paint the coil with glossy black paint & use the vinyl decal as this
combination will last longer. If you want the ultimate in

aut henticity and donot pl an to

then go for the satin paint & paper decal.



Progressive Refinements: 1966

The 1966 model year saw a few major changes to the engine &
brakes but otherwise was very similar to the previous year. The T14
KG received a 1300cc engine in 1966 so the T34 was boosted tc
1600cc to remain one step above. 1966 was the first year where
production declined, a sadsign of the eventual end of the T34.

There are several quick ways to identify a 1966 from the outside:
hub caps & beauty rings, rear script, license light lenses, &bumper
guards The hub capsfit over the rim not inside it & the nipple is
more protruding than the early version, The new VW1600 rear
script proudly boasted of the new 1600cc engine. And 1966 was
the first time that flat ribbed license light lenses &orounded styled
bumper guardswere fitted .

®

|l tds difficuldt to identify
the only give-away is the rounded front bumper guards in
combination with the aluminu m rear view mirror head.




More Chrome: The interior of a 1966 is where all of the changes can
be seen and sveral parts become silver/chrome. The gauge dials &
center circles were changed from bronze to silver. The freskair knobs

were now coated with a chromed plastic material. The rear quarter

window knobs were changed from gray to chrome. The front seat

backrest rake knob was fitted with a new chrome cover. And the

window winder knobs changed from the plastic dished to t he solid

gray ones, matching the dash knobgabove).

The rear quarter pads(below) were redesigned to include the separate
C-pillarbaset r i m pi ece, so theyodre | on




1966 featured sun visors fitted with a passenger vanity mirror
(above). In the front compartment the underside of the front hood
was fitted with a black tire pressure decal (upper right). And unique
to 1966, the front seat backrests had no locking mechanisngbelow) .

Optional interior sets (above) only offered in 1966 were the Pigalle
(red) & Teak (brown) colored parts. The dash pads, door & quarter
pads, armrests, steering wheel, steering column, turn signal lever
seats, interior panels, & carpeting were all colored.

Mechanical Changes 4-lug rims, 1600cc engine with lower-
compression designed for lowoctane gasoline, front disk brakes and
a unique master cylinder.

Last Year For it would be the last year for a painted dash panel. It
would be the last for the door | ocks insidethe door handles, 6 Volt
electrical system with 10-fuse box, & eady chrome rear view mirror
head. The triangle-shaped interior trim pieces for the upper door &
quarter pads and the lower door panel trims were last seen in 1966.




The best preserved 1966 T34 is 846 278 858, a Lotus White (L282)
Coupe cared for by Michael Neumann (far right) from Stuttgart,

Ger many. ltds a speci al 1966 be
has low-mileage as well, showirng only 60K original miles. And Michael

shared it with the T34 50" Anniversary in Germany this August. S S, : SR e
Although it was one of 50 white T34s at the event, it stood out from SRR R ) ‘
the restwith its originality & perfection in every nook & cranny . : :

- <



Resto Tip: Raising TheRear End

Steve Seatonfrom Poulsbo, Washington USA recently
bought a low-mileage 1967 M343 from Southern

California. When he got it home he made a short list

of things that he felt needed to be changed. The most
bothersome thing was that he feltthe saggyrear stance
needed to be adjusted. He found a local air-cooled

mechanic, Mike Hope, who had owned a vintage VW

shop for years but had recently retired.

Mike knew exactly what Steve was talking about &
explained the basic geometry of the inside spline
having fewer teeth than the outer. This allows for
0Oindexingd6 to or near t o«
angle. He removed all weight off the spring plate.
Then after he lifted the spring plate off the stop and
pulled it out so it cou Id drop to its relaxed unweighted »-N =
angle, he measured the angle using a magnetic circula i 4 : : ' ‘4!
angle gauge. One side was about 20 degrees and the ': Y /. : o\ - \//
other side was about 21. He marked the angle on the ' %=

frame. After removing the spring brackets, he adjusted
the inside and outside splines to get a slightly steeper
25 degree angk on both sides. With the swing axle
rear suspension, too radical a lift will result in the
camber being off. He told me that it might still not be Above shows the obeforeo stance wi
perfectly level side to side because partof the aging Below shows the oaftero stance wi
process would likely cause the torgon bars to be softer
on one side or the other. He then put it all back
together and Steve drove the car around the
neighborhood for a few laps. He then measured
everything and the wheel cambers were even.

The T34 was raised by a little over an inch with the
side to side being less than ¥ inch different. The
stance of the T34 is much improved and it drives
fantastic, very stable at highway speed with an
improved feel which Steve attributesto a more neutr al
angle no longer lifting the front end at speed.




World News : 2011Thailand Flooding

Thailand is experiencingthe worst flooding in 50 years that began in
late-July and is still going on in November. The death toll has
climbed past 500. And 11 of Bangkok's 50 districts have been
ordered to evacuate. The water has reached two feet (60 cm) in
towns & villages. So far 10 million Thai homes have been flooded.

Prida Tuitachom has been restoring his T34 for the past year and
after finally finishing it the floods forced him to take extreme

measur es. That 0 sdedpinithe wates dt lasrhadmen
His garage area wascrammed with all the neighborhood cars hoping

to avoid the flooding. H is T34 was raised uponto bricks and he

hooked-up a pulley system to pull it higher into the garage roof.

The water reached up to 2 meters (6.5 feet) at his home but the cars
are stored higher up. He thinks it may take 45 days to recede.




Mark Salmon built a huge barricade around his front gate as the water rose.
He raised his T34 onto jack standsas an added precaution Jaray Yookong
had his body shell carried to a higher location. Thankfully none of the twelve
T34s in Thailand have beenunder water so far.
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Accessory Chrome Jack Port Plugs

Hereds a fun bright accessory t
chromed plugs fit tightly into the jack ports to beautify the exposed
metal holes. And when removed their dual metal pins are used to
remove the hub caps. The two pins fit into the holes on the edges of
the hub caps. Using these eliminates the scrapes & dents the beauty
rings when a flathead screwdriver is used to get the hub caps off.

Most every vintage VW supplier stocks these accessories. The
typically cost from US$1825 for the pair.




History: Mr s. Sar t o r8deéch ¢

0Good morning to all of the Karmann Ghia enthusiasts heretoday.
First, 1 would like to thank you for inviting me to the 50th
Anniversary of the T34. After his death in November 2009, | was
asked to outline a profile of
years later | find it very difficult to talk about him be cause my pain
is still very strong.

When | first met Sergio in November 1957 he made an immediate
impression on me. He was a unique person, reserved, polite,
cultured, & elegant, and he remained that way until his death. We
started seeing each other oneyear later in 1958 because | had been
in England for a while. When we got to know each other better |
realized he was a very determined man, uncompromising first of all
with himself and then with others and enthusiastic about his work.

Growing up as a chid and a teenager during World War Il and
brought up strictly, all his life he wanted to perform the duties that
were expected of him. His passion was to design, build, & sketch
models of the future but always with the possibility of making them
real. His perfectionism has not always been understood and
sometimes led to his difficulties with co-workers. During his long
professional experience he always had great respect for the workers
and recognized the merits from which he said there was much to
learn. He worked with them on plaster & metal models and has
always been highly respected by them for the professionalism &
severity. He was a basically a good and honest man and to his
goodness combined a great loyalty and confidentiality, which was
necessaryfor that kind of work.

Even as a young child he always had the gift of drawing. | was
repeatedly told that at the age of about eight or nine years old he
had to do to a design task, and Sergio drew a wolf dog. The
teacher said, "Very nice, but your fatrer drew this!" Sergio said that
he had done it himself, but the teacher thought he was lying and
ripped the drawing up. | think Sergio was never able to get past
that injustice.

In 1958 Sergio had the chance to visit Germany to work with Mr.
Bruno Sacco at Mercedes on an International Design Study in
Germany & Paris but Ghia didno
the value of my future husband.

Sergio & I were married in 1960 and in May 1963 our daughter
was born. Sergio was a very good father, and he liked to draw
for his daughter and built toys for her. For Sergio, work and
family were the most important things in the world. Only with
the passing of the years Inow understand how difficult it was for
him to accept his beliefs and his ideas to Ghia. Athe Head of
Future Sudies, the design work should have been finalizzd several
years before the new models but he never failed to be at work on
a Saturday or Sunday if there was a model that needed
immediate work. Even later at Fiat during the unrest, strikes and
attacksyet he always faced different situations with calmnessand
balance.

He was interested in all types of vehicles especially military
vehicles and he always read books and magazines about these
vehicles His thesis was on the tanks. At the end of 1962 Sergio

again had the chance to direct a branch of the "Formund Technik

International” in Italy. However, since our daughter was about

to be born, my husband gave priority to our family and he did

not leave.



In the summer of 1963 he began a new job as technical director to
Luino of Alessandria He still had the task of designingthe Turin
Motor Show models for Ghia like the 230S/L (above).

But he missed drawing carsso much and so from 01 June 1966my
husband began an inense period of success withOSI (Officine
Stampaggi Industrial) in Torino, Italy . Here he worked with
engineers who understood & indulged him. During this short
period many cars & modelswere designed that were exhibited in
Paris and Turin. The Scarabeo &Bi si | ur o @bslow) kaad 1
great succesbecause they were something entirely new. At the end
of December in 1967 suddenly OSI stopped its prodwtion and most
of the workers were absorbed by Fiat. Under his direction the Fiat
126 & Ritmo models were designed.

When Sergio was givenearly retirement he then had time for his
many hobbies. For a couple of years hetaught car design in Milan.
At home he designed & built a model Marklin train in its smallest
details. | still wonder how he was able to accurately and
consistently carry out his ideasinto models. He also designed and
built beautiful toys for his grandchildren and himself three
destroyers and four tanks. There was nothing that could not be
done to perfection, his imagination had wings. Painting for him
was life, a piece of paper, no matter where born, and suffered a car
or a detail. Tractors, trucks, locomotives, ships, medical equipment,
lawn mowers, watches, handbags, cookware and much more. If
something broke in the house he almost always managed to fix it.
Sergio read a bt, especially history books and read while listening
to classical music. The majesty and power of nature fascinated him
in all their facets.

It gave him great joy to receive the letters sent by members of the
Club Karmann Ghia from many countries around the world. Even
after many years of living together my admiration for this unique
and sensitive person has never diminished. | consider myself lucky
that | could live with him. If he could be here today, Se rgio would
have smiled quietly as he was accustomed to do and he wouldhave
sharad with you the love of the Karmann Ghia . He would gladly
celebrate with you, but unfortunately it was not so and | am here
alone. Thank you.6



Accessory: Full CircleHorn Ring

This accessory was an original

The original ones are difficult to locate today but fortunately there is a
very nice quality reproduction for under US$100 available from CIP in
Canada. www2.cipl.comandsea ch f or oO0circl e h

The installation is a fairly quick process; however, there is one problem
that requires a bit of work. The main problem is discovered when
fitting the copper ring that mounts on the backside of the horn ring.
The original ring fits over a round screw-mount, and on the repro horn
ring this round screw-mount is too big. A quick way to solve the
problem is to trim the copper ring at the screw-mount with metal
cutters. Once trimmed the ring mounts easily and the horn ring installs
quickly. The original horn button is also a bit snug, but just takes a bit
of muscle to wiggle it into place.
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Spotlight: By Accident, Swiss 1967 Sunroof

. ) My mom even wanted to take me to a child psychologist because |
By Marc Woltinger from Switzerland

was so obsessed. With so many American cars in Switzerlandwas

| & been into cars since myearliest childhood. Cars used tobe my | attracted to the throaty growl of a V8 engine combined with the
favorite toys, favorite subject to draw, my favorite everything. beautifully sculpted body lines. | was under the spell of Detroit iron.



As | approached driving age, the alt
important question started to come up: what

car was | first going to own? In Switzerland,
you canaot drigng ticengeountil the
age of 18, so therebod
this matter into careful consideration. But
there was one important fact that was
limiting my options: money i or rather, the

| ack thereof. So, t h
really an optio n. Neither was the 1965 GTO.

By accident, my car passion went in a
completely new direction when my neighbor
offered me an Olive Green VW Bus from the
| at e AfarlesSwiss army car, it had been
meticulously serviced and had only 17,000
kms (10K miles. Then | bought a 1966 VW
Beetle, lowered it and had a lot of fun w ith it
but soon | wanted something more
extraordinary. | told my friends to keep an eye
open for a clean KG and soon | learned about a
Karmann Ghia sitting at a Renault dealership.
When my buddy sent me the first pictures |
was struck: | remembered having seen this
very car in front of that dealership and even
having walked around it in amazement,
checking out this strange VW | had only seen
in magazines but never in real life.

So, it was obviously not a T14 but rather the

much rarer T34. At the time | had seen it for

sale, it had a hefty price tag behind the
windscreen, probably the reason why

it h ad geb tsold. Now the price was

reduced by almost half as the dealer clearly
wanted to get rid of it. | went back to the

Renault dealership to check it out and found

it was a 1967 with the ultra rare electric
sunroof option. The T34 had a tasteful two-

tone paint job in Vulcan Gray with a Lotus

White roof & matching Light Sand interior.




Above & Below: Being pulled out from its underwater tomb after
being submerged for three day$ The once nicely original interior
needed to be completely replaced.
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My buddy wh o had accompani ed
condition in depth while | concentrated on the more general look
and feel € and instantly fel!l i
bought a car | never actually planned to own.

Driving it for th e first time made my heart jump: it was so different
from the driving experience of my VW Beetlee. So much more
mature, comfortable, sophisticated. The only t hing
the speedboat stance with the nose of thecar sticking high up in the
air, a common sight on most old VWSs. But thanks to the torsion bar
suspension,the front was quickly lowered. | also added a se of
period correct Empi Sprint Sar wheels and enjoyed it in this form
for five years while | drove it on many trips all over Europe. That
is, until the summer of 2005, when my T34 sat in an underground
parking facility during the heaviest rainstorms Switzerland had seen
in a century. The whole underground level of the building had
flooded, including my Ghia. After three days, the parking facility
was finally accessible again ath | could inspect the damage in detail.
The whole car had been submerged in muddy floodwater.







